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Why We’re Worried About Wildfire – Equation  NAME ___________________________ 
 
The following equation summarizes why there is worry about wildfire: 
 

Fire is a natural 
part of our 

environment. Our 
forests and 

rangelands were 
burning long 

before there were 
any cities or towns. 

+ 

Many homes 
are built and 
maintained in 

this fire 
environment 

without regard 
to wildfire. 

+

With more 
people using 

our wild lands, 
there is a 

greater chance 
of fire. 

+
Today’s wildfires 
can burn intensely 
and can be difficult 

to control. 
=

Potential for: 
• Greater loss of life 
• Increased property losses 
• More damage to natural 

resources 
• More money needed for 

firefighting 
 
 
 
1. How do you know that this is an equation?  
 
 
 
 
 
2. Why is this information important to you?  
 
 
 
 
 
3. How is this equation like others that you use in mathematical contexts? 




