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In The Zone NAME ___________________________ 
 
Read “Frequently Asked Questions about Defensible Space,” and then answer Question 1. 
 
1. What is defensible space, and what does it do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creating defensible space around a home can be accomplished with a “zone concept.”  
 

• Zone 1 is the area within 30’ of the home (assuming the area around the house is flat). 
Zone 1 should contain only fire-resistant trees and plants. The area should be well irrigated 
to keep all plants healthy and to keep the ground moist. All trees and shrubs should obey the 
following guidelines: 

o Trees and shrubs should be spaced at least 30’ apart.  
o Trees over 18’ should be pruned to remove all branches within 6’ of the ground. 
o Trees under 18’ should be pruned to remove all branches up to 1/3 of their height.  
o All trees should be pruned so that no branches are within 10’ of the house.  
o Shrubs should be pruned so that they are no higher than 18”. 

 
• Zone 2 is the area 30’ to 50’ from the home. It should contain low-growing, fire-resistant 

trees and plants. Trees and shrubs should be at least 10’ apart. Trees and shrubs should be 
pruned as in Zone 1. 

 
• Zone 3 is the area 50’ to 100’ from the home. It is a mostly natural area that is regularly 

pruned. Highly flammable trees and shrubs should be removed. 
 
2. Why are trees and shrubs spaced farther apart in Zone 1 than in Zone 2 or Zone 3? Why is it 

recommended that trees and shrubs be fire-resistant in Zones 1 and 2? 
 
 
 
 
3. Identify an object that is approximately 30 feet away from where you are currently sitting. Find 

another object that is 100 feet away.  
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4. The map below shows a house and its surrounding area. The ground around the house is flat. At 
the appropriate distances, draw lines around the house indicating Zones 1, 2, and 3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. In square feet, estimate the area of… 

…Zone 1. …Zone 2. …Zone 3. 
 
 
 
6. The shrubs near the house are between 12” and 30” tall. The four trees in the yard range in 

height from 15’ to 36’ tall, as indicated. What recommendations would you give the owner of 
this house to create defensible space? 
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