How To Bag It NAME

Many purchases are bagged in plastic or paper bags. People who are environmentally aware
guestion whether so many bags are needed. They remind us of such facts as the following: A
fifteen-year-old tree makes only 700 grocery bags. Plastic bags, typically discarded, take up little
landfill space but don't biodegrade. Some people, like those in other countries, take their own plastic
or cloth bags to carry their purchases. Others "just say no" to bags for small purchases telling the
store clerk they don't need a bag.

1. What are some pros and cons of using different kinds of bags? Discuss this question with a
group. Make notes in the chart below.

TYPE OFBAG Pros CONS

Paper

Plastic

Reusable
Other:

2. After your discussion, poll ten classmates to see which kind of bag they think is best to use.
Record the results in the chart below.

TYPE OFBAG TALLY MARKS ToTAL NUMBER

Paper

Plastic

Reusable

Other:

3. Choose a type of graph to display your data. Graph your data on a separate piece of paper. You
may ask your teacher for graph paper, if needed.

»

Why did you choose the type of graph you made?

ol

Interpret your graph. Write several things your graph shows.

6. On the basis of your discussion and on what you found in your poll, think of a plan to conserve
energy and material associated with manufacturing bags. Summarize your plan below.
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