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Open Box – Folding Instructions 
 
1. Place the paper on your desk with the short edge facing you. 

Fold from top to bottom, in half horizontally [fig. a]. Make 
sharp creases.  

2. Fold your paper in half again from bottom to top [fig. b]. 
You should now have a four-ply rectangle that is closed at 
the bottom and open at the top.  

3. Fold the short right side down along the bottom edge to 
form a right isosceles triangle. Crease sharply, and unfold.  

4. Repeat that fold, taking the right short side up to meet the 
top side. Remember to crease sharply, and then unfold [figs. 
c and d].  

5. Fold to join the ends of the creases that you have just made 
to complete a square with its diagonals creased [fig. e].  

6. Repeat that three-step procedure on the other end of the 
long rectangle.  

7. With the open edge at the top, open to the half-fold stage 
[fig. f].  

8. Fold the bottom two-ply corner triangles to the center 
crease. Using only the top layer of the two-ply upper 
rectangle, fold the triangles to the center crease [fig. g]. The 
top layer will make the shape of two trapezoids, with the 
center crease as the long base of each.  

9. Next fold the single top-thickness trapezoid down over the bottom double-thickness 
trapezoid [fig. h].  

10. To make the model three-dimensional, pull at the middle of the three-ply lower thickness. 
You will now have a shovel shape [fig. i].  

11. Crease the folds again to give your shovel right-angled corners. At the open end of the 
shovel, pinch along the diagonals at the inner bottom corner to the top outer edge, bringing 
the triangular halves of the square together. This fold can be thought of as an “ear” that 
extends outside the box.  

12. Repeat this fold on the other end [figs. j and k].  

13. Fold the “ear” back, and tuck it into the pocket that was created by an earlier fold. Tuck the 
“ear” in on the other side, and your box is complete [fig. l].  

 

 
 


